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p. 48, takes notice that whereas the monks of Christchurch in Canterbury
and those of Battel Abbey were principally charged with enormous
irregularities at the dissolution of abbeys, their innocence in both places,
especially the former, is notorious from several evident circumstances.
Christchurch at Canterbury was rated at the dissolution at two thousand
three hundred and eighty-seven pounds per annum; St Augustine's, in
the same place, at one thousand four hundred and thirteen pound?
according to Dugdale.

The following feasts are celebrated on May 26 :

ST AUGUSTINE, the Apostle of England : ST ELUTHARIUS, Pope (176), a Greek by birth,
martyred in the later half of the second century : ST FRANCIS GERONIMO, S.J.: THE BLESSED
MARTYRS OF UGANDA : ST PHILIP NERI, son of a lawyer, bora in Florence, 1515; he served the
sick in hospitals, comforting and consoling them; once ordained, he never wearied of hearing
confessions, drawing many souls from sin to embrace a life of virtue; founder of the Oratorians:
ST QUADRATUS, Bishop of Athens, a disciple of the Apostles : ST ODUVALD, Abbot, a Scottish
nobleman who entered the Abbey of Melrose, where he continually advanced in fervour, having
" the gift of tears and the habit of constant prayer "; he died ten years after St Cuthbert.
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ST BEDE, CONFESSOR, FATHER OF THE CHURCH

(A.D. 735)

fFrom the short account he has given of himself in the last chapter of his Ecclesiastical History;
his disciple Cuthbert's relation of his death; his two short anonymous lives extant, one in
Capgrave, the other quoted by F. Maihew. Also from Simeon of Durham, Hist. Duneltn.
c. 14, 15, et 1. de Pontif Eborac. in manuscript; Cotton. Malmesb. de Reg. Angl. lib. ii.
c. 4 ; Matt, of West, ad an. 734. See Mabillon, saec. 3 ; Ben. p. i, p. 539 ; Bulteau, t. ii.
p. 316; Cave, Hist. Lit. t. i. ed. noviss; CeiUier, t. xviii. p. i; Tanner, Bibl. Script. Brit,
p. 86 ; Biographia Brit. t. i. Venerable Bede ; and Smith in Appendix after Bede's Ecclesi-
astical History, p. 791,]

THE celebrated Dom. Mabillon,1 mentioning Bede as a most illustrious
instance of learning in the monastic institute, says: "Who ever applied
himself to the study of every branch of literature and also to the teaching
of others more than Bede? yet who was more closely united to heaven
by the exercises of piety and religion? To see him pray, says an ancient
writer, one would have thought he left himself no time to study; and
when we look at his books we admire he could have found time to do
anything else but write." Camden calls him " the singular and shining
light," and Leland, " the chiefest and brightest ornament of the English
nation, most worthy, if anyone ever was, of immortal fame." William
of Malmesbury tells us that it is easier to admire him in thought than to
do him justice in expression.

Venerable Bede, called by the ancients Bedan (who is not to be con-
founded with a monk of Lindisfarne of the same name8 but older), was
born in 673, as Mabillon demonstrates from his own writings, in a village
which soon after his birth became part of the estate of the new Monastery

*  Tr. des Etudes Monast, i i. p. in, ed. Par. 1692,

*  Vit. St Cuthbert, c> 37.   See Mabillon, Anal. t. iv. pp. 3*1, 522.